
CITY OF GRAND BLANC NEWS
M A R C H  -  A P R I L  2 0 2 1  N E W S L E T T E R

Letter From The Mayor: Susan Soderstrom, Feb 2021

City Hall is closed under the epidemic order issued by MDHHS. Please use the dropbox
for payment or document dropoffs. Check our website for updates.

Hello, All!
I hope you are having a safe and reflective winter! Safety takes on such a different meaning this
year, with the experience of COVID-19. I give thanks to our first responders, healthcare
workers, firefighters, police officers, election administrators and workers, grocery workers,
convenience/gas store workers, government workers, and utility workers, who made Grand
Blanc community safe and came to work every day and stayed ready for the challenges of 2021!
Enjoy your 2021 and continue to be safe!

Dear Residents,
I hope this newsletter finds you healthy and staying safe. We’re all looking forward to the time
when we can meet and have events in which the whole community can once again participate.

On January 25th, the owners of the Grand Blanc Marketplace (the former Kmart site) came
before the City Planning Commission for their final site plan review. Approval was given and
we are hoping that construction will start in the next several months. They will be tearing
down a portion of the old Farmer Jack building and constructing five new spaces, facing
Saginaw Street. The new developers have not identified any tenants as of yet, but the process
is beginning. They are planning a new building to be constructed in the current parking lot
near the corner of Saginaw and Bella Vista Roads. The wall between the Plaza and the adjacent
family homes will be reconstructed and the fencing replaced. The whole project will feature
new parking, new sidewalks and much greenery. It has been a long time coming, but we are
very excited to have work finally commence at the site in the near future. I want to
congratulate our City Manager, Wendy Jean-Burher, who, with determination and great
persistence, has spent untold hours over the years to get us to this point.

We also look forward to having the splash pad in Physicians Park completed this spring so
children can enjoy it throughout the summer.

As I was writing this article, I came across a piece in “My City Magazine” which said, “It was
1930 when Grand Blanc was officially incorporated as a city and also when the Grand Blanc
School adopted their colors of black and red.” Please notice that we have upgraded our City
signs throughout the community to reflect our new branding. We proudly honor our heritage
with red and black colors, highlighting a great tradition that goes all the way back to 1930!!
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From The City Manager, Wendy Jean-Buhrer



Check our website for updates
on all upcoming dates and

events.

We've had an increase in the amount of
possessions being left overnight at the ice
rink located at Physicians Park and have
begun a lost and found at our city office.

 
If you have lost an item, please call us at (810)
694-1118. Should we have the item, we can
schedule a pick up time, as our doors are
currently closed to walk-ins.

 
Please be aware that we
donate any items left
in our  lost & found
after 14 days.

 
City Council Meeting - March 10th

Planning Commission Meeting - March 15th
City Hall Closed - April 2nd

City Council Meeting- April 14th
Planning Commission Meeting - April 19th

For more information, please call us at 810-694-1118
to speak to our code enforcer.

Spring is nearing and our lawns will be green again soon!
With this in mind, please know that there are amended city

codes in affect for long grass (ordinance 676.01).
 

The height of all vegetation on any lot or land cannot be
greater than 6 inches. Failure to comply will result in a

letter sent to notify the resident that they have 5 days to
cut and remove the long grass. After 5 days, a contractor

will be hired to mow the lot, resulting in the resident being
billed for the cost, plus an additional 50% of that cost.

Should the resident refuse entry on the property to the
contractor, tickets will be issued each day the violation

exists, plus a civil infraction fine of $500 owed.
 

Thank you everyone for helping keep our city beautiful!

Thank you to all of our city neighborhoods that delightfully lit up
their homes for the holidays, such as the luminaries that lined the

sidewalks in Stone Hollow subdivision! It was your efforts that made
for such a beautiful close to our 2020!

Notice of Amended Long Grass Codes
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Upcoming Dates

Lost & Found at the Ice Rink

Please check out our short parks
survey at the link below. We

value your feedback. We are in
the process of creating our 5 Year
Master Plan. Now is your time to

voice your opinion! 
www.grandblancparksurvey.com  

Did you know?

Recognition for Local Holiday Decorations  

There is no parking on the
street between 2 am and 6

am under ordinance
450.01. Service vehicles

need access to the streets
at these times.

Park Survey
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In the State of Michigan, the year following a transfer of property (usually a sale), the taxable value
uncaps to meet the State Equalized Value (SEV).  The SEV is roughly 50% of true cash (market) value. For
example, if your SEV is $50,000 then your true cash (market) value is $100,000. This is not a sales price,
but could be a good estimate. Many other factors can contribute to sales price such as high/low house

inventory, economic forces, community features, school districts, supply and demand, etc. 
After the initial uncapping, the value recaps. This means your taxable value will now only go up every

year by the rate of inflation or 5%, whichever is lower. Your taxable value is what your property taxes are
based on. If you bought a house that had the same owner for at least the past 7 years, you will likely see

a sizable increase in your taxes because the previous owner has enjoyed the taxable value only being
raised by the rate of inflation or 5% (whichever is lower) every year. When they bought the house that

many years ago, the SEV (in most cases) was significantly lower. 

 I bought a house... Why did my taxes go up? 

Homestead means you have a Principal Residence Exemption - You must OWN AND OCCUPY the
residence to receive this exemption. This exemption is given on the summer tax bill. If your house is

homesteaded, you will see an EXEMPT listed where the School Operating Millage (currently 17.63) item
is on the summer tax bill.

What does homestead mean? 

I think my property valuation is too high, what can I do?
You should receive an Assessment Notice in the mail in February. If you believe your valuation is too high,
you can protest the valuation only at the March Board of Review. If you need more details on this process,

please call Christina at City Hall. 810-694-1118

How are my taxes calculated?
The Assessor will finalize the tax roll and give it to the Treasurer to figure the tax bills. The Treasurer takes the

taxable value and multiples it by the millage rate, then divides the total by 1,000. 

How does the Assessor determine the value of my property? 
The Assessor determines the value of every property using features of your property. Factors include

square footage, lot size, fireplaces, bathrooms, porches, basement, garage, exterior finish, year built, etc.
Once every 5 years a re-appraisal is done on every property in the city. These re-appraisals are done to

ensure our information is accurate and up-to-date. 

What does the Board of Review do? 
March Board of Review can hear the following types of appeals: current year assessed value; current year
Poverty Exemptions; current year Assessor denial of the continuation of a Qualified Agricultural Property

Exemption; and the current year assessment classification. 
July and December Board of Review can hear the following types of appeals; Principal Residence Exemption,
Qualified Agricultural Property Exemption, Poverty Exemptions, clerical errors and mutual mistakes of fact.

When are tax bills mailed out and payments due?
Summer Bills are mailed July 1st and due on August 31st. Winter Bills are mailed December 1st and due on

February 28th. All unpaid tax bills are transferred to the County on March 1st. All payments need to be
made at the Genesee County office after this transfer. The County will mail you a statement.

Current Total Millage Rate 
2020  SUMMER - Homestead - 38.0858 & Non-Homestead 55.7158

2020 WINTER - Homestead - 6.8894  & Non-Homestead - 6.8894
Millage rate X Taxable Value 

1000
Tax Bill Calculation Formula =TOTAL OF

TOTAL OF

MILLAGES

MILLAGES
FIND AND PAY

FIND AND PAY
YOUR TAX
YOUR TAX

BILL ONLINE

BILL ONLINE    

 If you have any questions about your tax bill or assessment, please call Christina 810-694-1118
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Everyone in the City pays the same millage rate -- We collect the tax and use in the City. 
UNIT OP 9.95000 - (Unit Operating) - **Has not been raised since the 1981** Funds Administration,
Police, partial Fire Department, Department of Public Works, Elections, Parks and other budgets. 
WTR IMP 1.00000 - (Water Improvements) - Funds Water projects.
STREETS 0.90000 - (Local Streets) - **Lowered from 1.2 in 2009** Funds local street improvements. 
GB FIRE 0.98290 - (Fire Department Operating) - Funds Fire Department budget.

Everyone in Michigan pays the same millage rate -- We collect the tax and pay to the State.
SE TAX 6.0000 - (State Education Tax) - Funds elementary-secondary education.

Everyone in the Grand Blanc School District pays the same millage rate -- We collect the tax and
pay to the School District.
SCH OP 17.63000 - (School Operating) - Funds the Grand Blanc Community School District. This millage
only collected on Non-Homestead property.
SCH D-T 6.30000 - (School Debt) - Funds athletic facility upgrades, energy conservation updates,
athletic center, other upgrades.
SCH B-S 0.98590 - (School Building and Site) - Funds building and site improvements.

Everyone in the County pays the same millage rate -- We collect the tax and pay to the
appropriate Taxing Authority.
GISD OP 0.40920 - (Genesee Intermediate School District Operating) - Helps fund GISD programs.
VOC ED 0.95300 - (Vocational Education) - Helps to fund vocational education programs.
SPEC ED 2.38350 - (Special Education) - Helps to fund costs with Special Education needs. 
MOTT OP 1.97050 - (Mott College Operating) - Provides funds for the operating budget.
MOTT DT 0.79000 - (Mott College Debt) - Funds buildings and infrastructure.
COUNTY OP 5.46080 - (County Operating) - Provides funds for Genesee County budget. 

Everyone in the County pays the same millage rate -- We collect the tax and pay to the
appropriate Taxing Authority.
PARA MED 0.48050 - Funds paramedic and other various emergency services.
LIBRARY 0.98350 -  Helps fund the Genesee District Libraries, such as McFarlen Library.
PARKS 0.74360 - Funds maintenance, upgrades and park programs.  
AIRPORT 0.48050 - (Bishop International) - Helps support Bishop Airport.
MTA 1.22500 - (Mass Transit Authority) - Provides mass transportation services and other related
services for the elderly, persons with disabilities, the disadvantaged and other members of the public
throughout the county.
SENIOR CITIZENS 0.69400 - Provides quality services and programming for senior citizens. 
HEALTH SERVICES 0.99160 - Provides health care services to low income residents. 
VETERANS 0.09910 - Helps with the Veterans Department with staffing and budget.
ANIMALS 0.19830 - Supports the Animal Control Department. 
MSU EXT 0.03950 - Offers many educational and agricultural programs. 
CULTURE 0.95380 - Provides enhanced access, program expansion and organization sustainability
among area arts and cultural organizations.

SUMMER 2020 TAX BILL 

WINTER 2020 TAX BILL

Current Millages -These were approved by voters in various elections.


